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Soil Science


        NRCS delivers science-based soil information to help farmers, ranchers, foresters, and other land managers effectively manage, conserve, and appraise their most valuable investment — the soil.
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Conservation Technical Assistance


        Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) provides our nation’s farmers, ranchers and forestland owners with the knowledge and tools they need to conserve, maintain and restore the natural resources on their lands and improve the health of their operations for the future.



    

  





      
        

      

    

  




                  
	
          Programs & Initiatives
                                

  
  
    
      
        
          

            Our natural resource conservation programs help people reduce soil erosion, enhance water supplies, improve water quality, increase wildlife habitat, and reduce damage caused by floods and other natural disasters.

      
        

        
          View All Programs & Initiatives
        

      

    

    
      
        
          
            
                          
                
                  Programs
                
                
                  

  
  
    	
        
          
            Environmental Quality Incentives Program
          
          
  
  
              

            Provides assistance to agricultural producers to address natural resource concerns.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Regional Conservation Partnership Program
          
          
  
  
              

            Brings together partners to expand the reach of NRCS conservation programs. 

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Conservation Innovation Grants
          
          
  
  
              

            Brings together partners to innovate on conservation approaches and technologies.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Conservation Stewardship Program
          
          
  
  
              

            Helps agricultural producers take their conservation efforts to the next level.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
             Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program
          
          
  
  
              

            Helps state and tribal governments improve public access to private lands for recreation.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Agricultural Management Assistance 
          
          
  
  
              

            Helps agricultural producers manage financial risk through diversification, marketing or natural resource conservation practices. 

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Wetland Mitigation Banking Program
          
          
  
  
              

            Offers competitive grants to support wetland mitigation banks for ag producers.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Conservation Reserve Program
          
          
  
  
              

            The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) provides a yearly rental payment to farmers who remove environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and plant species that will improve environmental health and quality.

      
      




        
      


  




                

              

                          
                
                  Easements
                
                
                  

  
  
    	
        
          
            Agricultural Conservation Easement Program
          
          
  
  
              

            Helps producers protect wetlands, grasslands and farmlands for future generations.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Wetland Reserve Easements
          
          
  
  
              

            Helps private and tribal landowners protect, restore, and enhance wetlands degraded by agricultural uses.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Wetland Reserve Enhancement Partnership
          
          
  
  
              

            Brings together partners and producers to protect wetlands.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Healthy Forests Reserve Program
          
          
  
  
              

            Helps landowners restore, enhance, and protect forestland resources on private and tribal lands and aids the recovery of endangered and threatened species.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Agricultural Land Easements
          
          
  
  
              

            Helps private and tribal landowners, land trusts, and other entities protect croplands and grasslands on working farms and ranches.

      
      




        
      


  




                

              

                          
                
                  Watershed Programs
                
                
                  

  
  
    	
        
          
            Emergency Watershed Protection
          
          
  
  
              

            Assists communities recovering from natural disasters.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Watershed and Flood Prevention Operation
          
          
  
  
              

            Offers assistance to communities to address watershed resource concerns.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Watershed Rehabilitation
          
          
  
  
              

            Rehabilitates NRCS dams to comply with design safety performance standards.





      
      




        
      


  




                

              

                          
                
                  Initiatives
                
                
                  

  
  
    	
        
          
            Landscape Conservation Initiatives
          
          
  
  
              

            Accelerates conservation benefits through targeted efforts for water quality, water quantity and wildlife.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative
          
          
  
  
              

            Nationwide collaborative process working to maintain and improve the management, productivity, and health of privately owned grazing land.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            High Tunnel
          
          
  
  
              

            Provides targeted assistance to promote use of high tunnels, which offer many benefits including longer growing season.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            On-Farm Energy Initiative
          
          
  
  
              

            Assistance to inventory and analyze farm systems that use energy and identify ways to improve efficiency through an Agricultural Energy Management Plan.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Sentinel Landscapes Initiative
          
          
  
  
              

            The Sentinel Landscapes Partnership is a coalition of federal agencies, state and local governments, and nongovernmental organizations that work with private landowners.





      
      




        
      


  




                

              

                        

            
                          
                

  
  
    	
        
          
            Environmental Quality Incentives Program
          
          
  
  
              

            Provides assistance to agricultural producers to address natural resource concerns.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Regional Conservation Partnership Program
          
          
  
  
              

            Brings together partners to expand the reach of NRCS conservation programs. 

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Conservation Innovation Grants
          
          
  
  
              

            Brings together partners to innovate on conservation approaches and technologies.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Conservation Stewardship Program
          
          
  
  
              

            Helps agricultural producers take their conservation efforts to the next level.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
             Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program
          
          
  
  
              

            Helps state and tribal governments improve public access to private lands for recreation.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Agricultural Management Assistance 
          
          
  
  
              

            Helps agricultural producers manage financial risk through diversification, marketing or natural resource conservation practices. 

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Wetland Mitigation Banking Program
          
          
  
  
              

            Offers competitive grants to support wetland mitigation banks for ag producers.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Conservation Reserve Program
          
          
  
  
              

            The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) provides a yearly rental payment to farmers who remove environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and plant species that will improve environmental health and quality.

      
      




        
      


  




              

                          
                

  
  
    	
        
          
            Agricultural Conservation Easement Program
          
          
  
  
              

            Helps producers protect wetlands, grasslands and farmlands for future generations.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Wetland Reserve Easements
          
          
  
  
              

            Helps private and tribal landowners protect, restore, and enhance wetlands degraded by agricultural uses.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Wetland Reserve Enhancement Partnership
          
          
  
  
              

            Brings together partners and producers to protect wetlands.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Healthy Forests Reserve Program
          
          
  
  
              

            Helps landowners restore, enhance, and protect forestland resources on private and tribal lands and aids the recovery of endangered and threatened species.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Agricultural Land Easements
          
          
  
  
              

            Helps private and tribal landowners, land trusts, and other entities protect croplands and grasslands on working farms and ranches.

      
      




        
      


  




              

                          
                

  
  
    	
        
          
            Emergency Watershed Protection
          
          
  
  
              

            Assists communities recovering from natural disasters.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Watershed and Flood Prevention Operation
          
          
  
  
              

            Offers assistance to communities to address watershed resource concerns.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Watershed Rehabilitation
          
          
  
  
              

            Rehabilitates NRCS dams to comply with design safety performance standards.





      
      




        
      


  




              

                          
                

  
  
    	
        
          
            Landscape Conservation Initiatives
          
          
  
  
              

            Accelerates conservation benefits through targeted efforts for water quality, water quantity and wildlife.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative
          
          
  
  
              

            Nationwide collaborative process working to maintain and improve the management, productivity, and health of privately owned grazing land.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            High Tunnel
          
          
  
  
              

            Provides targeted assistance to promote use of high tunnels, which offer many benefits including longer growing season.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            On-Farm Energy Initiative
          
          
  
  
              

            Assistance to inventory and analyze farm systems that use energy and identify ways to improve efficiency through an Agricultural Energy Management Plan.

      
      




        
      
	
        
          
            Sentinel Landscapes Initiative
          
          
  
  
              

            The Sentinel Landscapes Partnership is a coalition of federal agencies, state and local governments, and nongovernmental organizations that work with private landowners.





      
      




        
      


  




              

                        

          

        

        
          

            
    
  
    
          [image: RPCC]





      Featured

    

    
      Regional Conservation Partnership Program

        The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is a partner-driven approach to conservation that funds solutions to natural resource challenges on agricultural land. 
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Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)


        Technical guides are the primary scientific references for NRCS. They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, and related plant and animal resources.
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Emerging Findings on the Effects of Cover Crops on Grassland Birds
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Soil Science


        NRCS delivers science-based soil information to help farmers, ranchers, foresters, and other land managers effectively manage, conserve, and appraise their most valuable investment — the soil.
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Conservation Technical Assistance


        Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) provides our nation’s farmers, ranchers and forestland owners with the knowledge and tools they need to conserve, maintain and restore the natural resources on their lands and improve the health of their operations for the future.
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      Regional Conservation Partnership Program

        The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is a partner-driven approach to conservation that funds solutions to natural resource challenges on agricultural land. 
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Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)


        Technical guides are the primary scientific references for NRCS. They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, and related plant and animal resources.
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          [image: A sunset view of the Madison Mountain Range neat Ennis, Montana and the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest]





      Featured

    

    
      
USDA Makes $1.5 Billion Available to Help Farmers Advance Conservation and Climate-Smart ...

      Read more

    

  




      
  




            
          
	
            
              
                Events
              
              

  
  
    View All Events
    

            Learn about webinars, training opportunities and local events related to NRCS programs and services. 

      

            
  
    
          [image: Green cereal rye, used as a cover crop. There's a house in the distance and a road to the far right of the image. There are blue skies above.]





      Featured

    

    
      
Emerging Findings on the Effects of Cover Crops on Grassland Birds
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                    Montana Focused Conservation and Local Working Groups

                

                            
                                  
                      In Montana, NRCS uses a Focused Conservation strategy to guide its EQIP investments. Focused Conservation begins with goals identified by local working groups and set forth in local-level long range plans. Based on those plans, NRCS develops Targeted Implementation Plans (TIPs) to guide on-the-ground implementation.


                  

                                

            Learn more about Montana Focused Conservation and Targeted Implementation Plans.
Learn more about Montana Local Working Groups.
See all scheduled Montana Local Working Group meetings.


      
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        What's Available in My County?

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              [image: map of current local funding opportunities in Montana]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    What's Available in My County?

                

                            
                                  
                      Find Targeted Implementation Plans and other local programs and initiatives offered in your area. In addition to the local opportunities, producers may also apply for statewide and national programs.


                  

                                

            See local funding opportunities and other information listed by county.


Search the interactive map of current local funding opportunities.


      
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Montana Snow Survey Program

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              [image: Melting snowpack feeds a mountain stream]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Montana Snow Survey Program

                

                            
                                  
                      The NRCS Montana Snow Survey Program provides mountain snowpack and precipitation data to forecast snowmelt-driven runoff during spring and summer.


                  

                                

            Get snowpack and streamflow data.


      
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Outreach and Civil Rights in Montana

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              [image: NRCS interns receive training in the field.]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Outreach and Civil Rights in Montana

                

                            
                                  
                      This site is a convenient starting point to obtain information pertaining to equal opportunity, civil rights or special emphasis.


                  

                                

            Montana Civil Rights Advisory Committee


Montana Tribal Assistance


Historically Underserved Farmers and Ranchers


Complaints and Disputes


Learn more about outreach and civil rights in Montana


      
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Montana Conservation Success Stories

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              [image: Producer Dan Buerkle and NRCS Supervisory District Conservationist Ann Fischer look at soil structure of wheat field during drought. Fallon County, MT.]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Montana Conservation Success Stories

                

                            
                                  
                      These stories and videos describe how some Montana residents are using NRCS programs and expertise to help make their lands healthier and more productive.


                  

                                

            Use the interactive map to find success stories in your area.
See the list of all Montana success stories. You can filter the list by selecting a specific Natural Resource Concern and/or Program/Initiative.
The Easement Success Stories highlight partnership stories with Montana's landowners, land trusts and other organizations collaborating to protect working agricultural lands or wetlands.


      
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Plant Materials - Montana and Wyoming

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              [image: Pryor slender wheatgrass Foundation seed is harvested at the Bridger Plant Materials Center.]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Plant Materials - Montana and Wyoming

                

                            
                                  
                      The Montana and Wyoming Plant Materials Program has over 200 technical documents, as well as a series of Webinars available. Both states are served by the Bridger Plant Materials Center (PMC).


                  

                                

            Watch the Plant Materials Webinar Series.


Learn more about Plant Materials in Montana and Wyoming.


      
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Soil Health - Montana

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              [image: NRCS employees look at soil structure in an alfalfa field near Broadview, Montana.]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Soil Health - Montana

                

                            
                                  
                      Healthy soil gives us clean air and water, bountiful crops and forests, productive grazing lands, diverse wildlife, and beautiful landscapes. 


                  

                                

            Learn about Soil Health in Montana.


Watch Montana Soil Health videos.


Read Montana Soil Health publications.


View Montana Soil Health events.
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              [image: Ray Banister Ranch, Wibaux County, Montana]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Additional Conservation Topics

                

                            
                                  
                      Information from NRCS Montana on natural resource conservation topics and agricultural practices.


                  

                                

            	Agronomy
	Conservation Technical Assistance
	Fire Recovery
	Forestry
	Invasive Species
	Irrigation and Water Management
	Livestock/Animal Feeding Operations
	Organic Agriculture
	Pollinators
	Range and Pasture
	Wetlands
	Wildlife



      
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







  






              
      [image: Montana employees and producer examine range plants]





  
    
            Working for NRCS in Montana


          See what attracts current and future employees to Montana, search for jobs, and find out how to apply.



    

      LEARN MORE
  


  





          

  
  


    


  
        
            

            
  
Montana State Office


  	
        
          
        

        
          

            406-587-6811

      
        

      
	
        
          
            
          
        

        
          

            10 E Babcock St, Rm 443

Bozeman, MT 59715-4704


      
        

      


  
    State Office Page
  





      
        

                            
            
              
  
    
      
  
  Find Your Local Service Center

  
    USDA Service Centers are locations where you can connect with Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or Rural Development employees for your business needs. Enter your state and county below to ﬁnd your local service center and agency offices. If this locator does not work in your browser, please visit offices.usda.gov.
  

  
      Select your state
          

  


  - Please select -
Alabama
Alaska
American Samoa
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District Of Columbia
Federated States of Micronesia
Florida
Georgia
Guam
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Northern Mariana Islands
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Palau
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Virgin Islands
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming



  




        
  
  


      Select your county
          

  


  - Please select -
Beaverhead
Big Horn
Blaine
Broadwater
Carbon
Carter
Cascade
Chouteau
Custer
Daniels
Dawson
Deer Lodge
Fallon
Fergus
Flathead
Gallatin
Garfield
Glacier
Golden Valley
Granite
Hill
Jefferson
Judith Basin
Lake
Lewis and Clark
Liberty
Lincoln
McCone
Madison
Meagher
Mineral
Missoula
Musselshell
Park
Petroleum
Phillips
Pondera
Powder River
Powell
Prairie
Ravalli
Richland
Roosevelt
Rosebud
Sanders
Sheridan
Silver Bow
Stillwater
Sweet Grass
Teton
Toole
Treasure
Valley
Wheatland
Wibaux
Yellowstone
Yellowstone Nat Park



  




        
  
  




  






  






  













  


            

          

                




  
        

        
              

      
        
          
            State Programs and Initiatives

            

            Montana offers financial assistance through three main programs – the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, the Conservation Stewardship Program, and the Agricultural Conservation Easements Program – that each include multiple initiatives. 



Montana Focused Conservation uses locally-developed conservation priorities to guide investments and partnerships to achieve clearly defined natural resource goals. These local priorities and natural resource concerns are addressed through Targeted Implementation Plans.

      
          

          
            
              
          
                  

  
    
          [image: Rancher and NRCS employee standing in irrigated pasture with cattle herd]





      
        
Environmental Quality Incentives Program - Montana


                  
                          

  Apply by:

                        

  October 27, 2023

          

              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: Rancher works with NRCS employees to do rangeland monitoring.]





      
        
Conservation Stewardship Program - Montana


                  
                          

  Apply by:

                        

  October 27, 2023

          

              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: A ranch family walks together across a sagebrush steppe hillside in Western Montana]





      
        
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program - Montana


                  
                          

  Apply by:

                        

  October 27, 2023

          

              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: NRCS and landowner walk through an alfalfa field]





      
        
Regional Conservation Partnership Program - Montana


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: Ron Shields, retired USGS, demonstrates computing stream discharge.]





      
        
Conservation Innovation Grants - Montana


                  
                          

  Apply by:

                        

  May 31, 2024

          

              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: Thinned forest stand of pine trees.]





      
        
Joint Chiefs' Landscape Restoration Partnership - Montana


                  
                          

  Apply by:

                        

  October 27, 2023

          

              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: Creek with well-vegetated bank near Harrison, Montana.]





      
        
National Water Quality Initiative - Montana


                  
                          

  Apply by:

                        

  October 27, 2023

          

              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: Male sagegrouse gather at a lek in Central Montana and perform competitive displays to attract females.]





      
        
Sage Grouse Initiative - Montana


                  
                          

  Apply by:

                        

  October 27, 2023

          

              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: Montana energy irrigation, tractor, and farm buildings]





      
        
On-Farm Energy Initiative - Montana


                  
                          

  Apply by:

                        

  October 27, 2023

          

              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: organic producer holds radishes just pulled]





      
        
Organic Initiative - Montana


                  
                          

  Apply by:

                        

  October 27, 2023

          

              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: Henry Wvensche feeds his chickens at Homestead Organics in Ravalli County, Montana]





      
        
Organic Transition Initiative - Montana


                  
                          

  Apply by:

                        

  June 8, 2023

          

              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: A young girl helps her parents tend vegetables in their high tunnel garden. ]





      
        
Community Agriculture - Montana


                  
                          

  Apply by:

                        

  October 27, 2023

          

              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: Avocet flying over a Prairie Pothole wetland.]





      
        
Migratory Bird Resurgence Initiative - Montana


                  
                          

  Apply by:

                        

  October 27, 2023

          

              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: Wheatgrass on Eastern Montana rangeland in Wibaux County, Montana]





      
        
Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative - Montana


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: Ranch of Clay Gregory, Crow Indian Reservation, MT.]





      
        
Conservation Incentive Contracts - Montana


                  
                          

  Apply by:

                        

  October 27, 2023

          

              

    

  


              

      


  

  




          

        

      

    
        


    
      
            [image: Solar panel powers a pump in Custer County, Montana]





        State Payment Schedule

        NRCS provides financial assistance for selected conservation practices. The availability and amount of financial assistance can vary between states.

        
          Learn More
        

      

    


    
      
            [image: State Civil Rights Committees]





        Civil Rights Committee

        The National Civil Rights Advisory Committee to the Chief (NCRACC) is designed to provide management officials and employees with counsel and advice to enhance and ensure compliance with their equal employment opportunity and program delivery responsibilities.

        
          Learn More
        

      

    


    
      
            [image: NRCS employee and producers consult over soil and crop conditions near Hysham, Montana]





        State Technical Committee

        State Technical Committees serve in an advisory capacity to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and other agencies of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) on the implementation of the natural resources conservation provisions of Farm Bill legislation.

        
          Learn More
        

      

    


              

            
  
    
      Related Resources

                      
          
            Guides and Instructions
          
        

                      
          
            Data and Reports
          
        

                      
          
            Education and Teaching Materials
          
        

                  
        View All Resources
      

    

    
      

      
              
  Guides and Instructions

  
  	Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)

	Conservation Planning Workbook - Montana

	Montana Fact Sheets

	Agronomy - Montana Resources

	Forestry - Montana Resources

	Organic Agriculture - Montana Resources

	Range & Pasture - Montana Resources

	Wetlands - Montana Resources




  
    View All Guides and Instructions
  





              
  Data and Reports

  
  	SSURGO/STATSGO2 Metadata

	Soil Survey Geographic Database (SSURGO)

	Working for Montana Agriculture

	Montana Range & Pasture Studies and Reports




  
    View All Data and Reports
  






              
  Education and Teaching Materials

  
  	Montana Conservation Activity Booklets for Kids

	What is Soil?

	Cover Crop Tips - Montana

	Soil Health Demonstration Videos - Montana

	Conservation Trees and Shrubs for Montana




  
    View All Education and Teaching Materials
  






          

  
    

  





      
    
                
  
  
    
      
                How to Get Assistance


            
        Do you farm or ranch and want to make improvements to the land that you own or lease?


Natural Resources Conservation Service offers technical and financial assistance to help farmers, ranchers and forest landowners.


                      
          Print this information
        

                [image: how to get started]





    

    
      
      
  
    
        Step 1: Make a Plan

    
  

  
    

            To get started with NRCS, we recommend you stop by your local NRCS field office. We’ll discuss your vision for your land.


NRCS provides landowners with free technical assistance, or advice, for their land. Common technical assistance includes: resource assessment, practice design and resource monitoring. Your conservation planner will help you determine if financial assistance is right for you.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 2: Start an Application

    
  

  
    

            We’ll walk you through the application process. To get started on applying for financial assistance, we’ll work with you:


	To fill out an AD 1026, which ensures a conservation plan is in place before lands with highly erodible soils are farmed. It also ensures that identified wetland areas are protected.
	To meet other eligibility certifications.

Once complete, we’ll work with you on the application, or CPA 1200.


Applications for most programs are accepted on a continuous basis, but they’re considered for funding in different ranking periods. Be sure to ask your local NRCS district conservationist about the deadline for the ranking period to ensure you turn in your application in time.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 3: Check your eligibility

    
  

  
    

            As part of the application process, we’ll check to see if you are eligible. To do this, you’ll need to bring:
	An official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer ID)
	A property deed or lease agreement to show you have control of the property; and
	A farm number.

If you don’t have a farm number, you can get one from USDA’s Farm Service Agency. Typically, the local FSA office is located in the same building as the local NRCS office. You only need a farm number if you’re interested in financial assistance.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 4: Rank your application

    
  

  
    

            NRCS will take a look at the applications and rank them according to local resource concerns, the amount of conservation benefits the work will provide and the needs of applicants. View Application Ranking Dates by State.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 5: Implement your plan

    
  

  
    

            If you’re selected, you can choose whether to sign the contract for the work to be done.


Once you sign the contract, you’ll be provided standards and specifications for completing the practice or practices, and then you will have a specified amount of time to implement. Once the work is implemented and inspected, you’ll be paid the rate of compensation for the work if it meets NRCS standards and specifications.


      
  




  


    

  







    
    
              

      
        Related News and Events

        
          

    
    
      
            [image: Snow course at Cabin Creek in Montana in March of 2024 showing very little remaining snowpack.]





        Press Release

      

      
        
Snowy February Weather Tapers off, More Snow is Needed to Improve this Summer’s Water Supply Outlook


        
          

            April 05, 2024


      
        

      

    

  



        

    
    
      
            [image: The Toohey Farm received compensation for a land conservation easement from the Gallatin Valley Land Trust as a way to help farmers stay on their land as well as pass it on to the next generation. Photo taken June 14, 2019 in Gallatin County, Montana.]





        Press Release

      

      
        
USDA Makes $1.5 Billion Available to Help Farmers Advance Conservation and Climate-Smart Agriculture


        
          

            April 04, 2024


      
        

      

    

  



        

    
    
      
            [image: A sunset view of the Madison Mountain Range neat Ennis, Montana and the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest]





        News

      

      
        
USDA Makes $1.5 Billion Available to Help Farmers Advance Conservation and Climate-Smart Agriculture as Part of President Biden’s Investing in America Agenda


        
          

            April 03, 2024


      
        

      

    

  




  
      
          

    
    
      
            [image: Ranch of Clay Gregory, Crow Indian Reservation, MT.]





        Meeting

      

      
        
Crow Tribal Montana Local Working Group Meeting


        
          

            April 23, 2024

      
        

      

    

  




  
  




  




        	
          View More News
      
	
          View More Events
      


      

    
  




  



  

  
    
      
        
          
            AskUSDA

          

          
            
              
                One central entry point for you to access information and help from USDA
              

              
                 Ask.USDA.gov
              

              
                 1-833-ONE-USDA
              

              
                 askusda@usda.gov
              

            

          

          
            Ask a question
          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          Menu
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                Subscribe to our Newsletter
                	
                                        Stay updated on the latest news and stories from NRCS and other USDA topics.
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